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Festival has the
winning recipe
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RECORD crowds tumed oat ut this veur’
Adresford Witercress  Festival, now in #s
eighth vear

The town played host 10 15,000 visisors
ap by 2000 on last year

Charles  Barter, of the Watercress
Alliance, the mun sponsor of the festival,
which ook place oo Sunduy, May 15, sand
“1t was o tremendousdy successful day

The Sestrval is o lentastic event that’s now

highly recognised i the food calenddar - it
past seems 2o get higger aned betiegr overy
veus

The ever-populsr watecress cating com
petibon was won by Rujesh Peer, who
munched his way through two large bags of
wilercress i 59,7 seoonds

In so doing, Rajesh, 1. tanded 1he
World Watercress Wating Championstop

Rajesh was alightly slower than luxt
vears winner, feliow Alresford resicdent
Sam Batho, who completed the challenge
i only 42 seconda,

But watercress caling has only just been
recognised by the Guinmess Book of
Revonds, which means that Rajesh auto-
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GOOD EATING:
lgninddar Laing
Natra

matically becomes world chumpaon

The champonn sunk: “1 love cooking
bat ['d mever eaten watercress before
today 1 ondy cume down here for a bit of
fun.™

Rajesh, u housekeeper who works for
Mecon Valley MP George Hollingbery,
wny  presented  with & bottle  of
Champagne and two free tickets 10 the
Alrestord Music Festival

Growers cope with challenging conditions
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Not everyome s doimng badly, Ths has
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crop could be the baggest und carbiest for vears Since then the weather hay pone from one extreme
But 1l pust six months have not boen the best af 19 1the other nesalting in wwtercress (Jowermg three
ey for watercness. The Arcnic coodiions bast  weeks earlier thun normal

December resulied in many watercress beds froezing.
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However, the long dry spell 3 unhL.n 10 huve an

thand

The champeonships were the lughlight
of 1he oationally-acclaimed festival, held
every year o celcbrute one of
Hampshire's bost-Xnown prodocts

Beel and watercress bargers, wutervress
soup, and pork, waterczess and ale
rusages were mnong the foodstufls sald
at dozens of stalks linlng town streets

Morns dancers, clussic cars and live
a2 all added 10 the curnival atmosphere

CHAMPION: Rajesh
Peter, 37, wnner of the
Workl Wirleecress Eating
Championship,

(Left) Crowds M the
streets st Arestord.
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